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THE REST OF THE
RIVER

Now that GE is close to completing the PCB clean up d the first
half-mil e of the most industrialized sedion d the Housatonic, the EPA
is getting ready to begin clean upadivitiesin the next mile and a half.
We & HRI are working onseveral frontsto get ready to win the battle
of therest of theriver.

When HRI began its advocagy in 1992removing the PCBs from the
river was an ambitious dream. Many people suggested that we would never
be aleto hdd GE acmunable for yeas of PCB dumping. After adecale
of tirelessadvocagy the Housatonic River clean up combined with the
Pittsfield residential and commercia clean up has resulted in ore of the
most ambitious PCB clean up pograms ever undertaken by state and federal
environmental agencies.

Now the focus turns to the “rest of the river.”

Even though the PCB clean upiswell underway, the settlement between GE and
the Environmental Agencies delayed the dedsion onwhether to clean upwhat EPA now
cdlsthe “rest of theriver.” Thisdedsionwill probably be madein 2004 — 2005We &
HRI are determined to continue our advocagy for afishable, swimmableriver.

We can exped General Eledric to barrage the coommunity with a pulic relations
campaign. We witnessed thisin the Berkshire Eagle when the site was nominated for the



Superfund pogram. We dso saw the very slick and expensive TV ads GE ran to try to
stopthe dean up d the Hudson River.

GE will once ajain try to tell usthat dredging the PCBs will stir them up. But we
now know that the PCBs get stirred upevery yea during major flood events.

Asin their Hudson River commercials GE will maintain that the wildlifeisnat in
danger. They will say cleaning up the PCBswill do more harm to the wildlife. But we
already know all isnot well in therest of theriver. The fish have some of the highest
levels of PCBs foundin any body of water in the United States. Last yea the ducks were
foundto have some of the highest levels of PCBs ever recorded.

If GE isforced to clean upthe %est of the river® they will no doulh be looking
for adump sitein South Courty to deposit the PCBs. Sadly the City of Pittsfield is
letting GE dump their PCBsin an existing highly contaminated landfill and a second rew
landfill both dredly aadossfrom the Allendale Elementary Schod. We must not all ow
thisto happen in South Courty!

Treament methods exist to destroy the PCBs. We must insist that the options for
treament are understood and that we use the best avail able techndogy to trea the PCBs.
(See aticle ontreament techndogy.) Landfillingis at best atemporary solutionand by
using landfill swe ae only deferring the problem to a future generation.

The first half mile of the Housatonic River isclean. It can nolonger be agued that
removal of the PCBs canna be acomplished. We ask all of our suppatersto begin the
campaign for the deanup d the #est of theriver.® Let'sall work together to get the river
clean!

EDUCATING TWO GENERATIONS:
HRI'SCONTINUING COMM ITMENT
TO EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH

When HRI was formed in 1992, oe of the first committees we formed was the
Educaion Committee At the time, we knew two things:

1) we had to beacome educaed abou PCBs and the thred to pulic hedth and the
environment and 2 we had to go ou into the cmmmunity and spread the word.

In those days, we were dl much too dependent on GE and its contradors for
information. HRI spoke to GE workers and started the long and complicated processof
reading al the technicd reports, and reading out to experts everywhere andto ather
contaminated communities. And then we started to share what we learned with ather
community groups and went into the schods.

Here' salist of some of our most recent educaional adivity during 2001and
2002

Pittsfield Public Schods

Daton Public Schods— Two day seminar @River Days®
Berkshire Community Coll ege

Harvard University Schod of Public Hedth

Willi ams College

Simon’'s Rock College

Bard College

Mt. Everett Schod, Sheffield



LeePublic Schods

Lenox Elementary Schod
HotchkissSchod

Housatonic River Commisson- Ct.
Earth Day Festival - Greda Barrington
Unitarian Church - Pittsfield

Unitarian Church - Grea Barrington
Trout Unlimited

Berkshire Courty Leayue of Sportsman
Hudson River Groups

If youre amember of alocd or regional community group, o ateader or parent
or student, and would like HRI to come and make apresentation, dease cdl Tim Gray at
243-3353.
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HRI & TUFTSUNIVERSITY
HOLD IMPORTANT CONFERENCES ON HEATH AND
TREATMENT TECHNOLOGIES

CAN PCBs IN THE AIR ENTER OUR BODIES?

On February 22, 2002 HRI and Tufts University sporsored a forum on PCBs and
Hedth Effeds. Dr. David Carpenter of the Schod for Public Hedth at SUNY /Albany
made areport abou some of the preliminary data histeam colleded in Pittsfield. He
stated:

AVhat I'm going to present to you today is avery preliminary study —it's not
been pubished. ... But let me say alittl e bit abou the hypothesis ... That hypothesisis
that inhalation d PCBsisamajor route of exposure. ... Now most people would tell
you consumption d contaminated fish isthe major route of exposureto PCBs. ... |
wouldn't deny that at all. For those people that ea contaminated fish, you can get abody
burden with just afew medsthat certainly exceeads that that one's going to get by living
nea contamin-ated sites, dermal absorption, lreahing in, that sort of thing.



aThat's nat redly the question though lecaise most people [here] never ate the
fish. Thisistrue aoundthe Hudsonaswell. Thered questioniswhat are the levelsin
those people and are the levels of PCBs in those people sufficiently highto cause disease.
Now | can't answer all thase questions.
aWhat we've doreisafew preliminary studiesonarelatively few peoplein a
relatively few houses that looked at the ar levelsin the basement andin the living room
and ouside the home and looked at the PCB levelsin the people.
aWehad bloodfrom 21 people. The median total PCB concentration was 4.2
nanograms per gram, 4.2 ppb. ¥aNow if youlook at the 2000Tox Profile, ATSDR says
that unexposed popuations will have PCB levels between 0.9and 1.5 ppb.Thereredly
hasn't been a aurrent study o truly unexposed people. % | see[the Pittsfield levels] as
being elevated. It's nat sky high.
aThese ae amean of 21 people between 1.4and 11.2. For people that have no
identifiable risk of exposure | seethat as being elevated probably by afador of
somewhere between two and four-fold.”
aTheindoa air in the basement averaged 20.3 ranograms per cubic meter. Now
ambient PCB levels anywhere in the world away from contaminated sites will be éout 1
nanogram per cubic meter. So that's elevated. Now the living-room, the average was
11,andthe outdoar air was 3. So the outdoar air was dightly higher than youwould
havein atotally pristine aea bu you go in the midde of amost any major city and
you're going to get levelsthat are of thiskind d value. Now thesevaluesagain, | see &
being somewhat elevated but | think there ae alot of people who will argue with me
abou that.
aThereisan OSHA standard for indoa PCBsin air for 8-hour working days of
1,000 ranograms per cubic meter. Actually the paper that | mentioned ealier Yawas a
study of rats exposed to vdatile PCBs at a mncentration o 700 renograms per cubic
meter and in that pulication there was sgnificant acaimulation in the animals.
aThere was thyroid pethology. There was bladder pathology, and clealy there
was a demonstration that volatile PCBs could be breahed in by an animal to adegree
that could cause pathologic changes, and that thiswas at alevel lower than the OSHA
standard .°

Beside leaning abou the possble threa from airborne, valatili zed PCBs, ore of
the most important things we leaned from Dr. Carpenter's presentation is that the federal
Agency for Toxic Substances now believes that the badkgroundlevel for PCBsin human
blood —the level all of uswho have not worked with PCBs carry aroundwith usin our
body —is much, much lower than we were told by the Massachusetts Department of
Public Hedth (MDPH). For its Housatonic River PCB study MDPH gave bloodtests to
69 people: @Total serum PCBs Y4 ranged from nondetedable to 35.81 ppbwith amean
of 5.44 ppbandamedian of 3.93 ppk? (Page 20) MDPH stated:

“The serum PCB levels found among participants of both studieswere
generally within typical background estimates for a non-occupationally exposed
U.S. population. ATSDR reportsthat, for U.S. popuations withou occupational
exposure, mean serum PCB levels were usually between 4and 8 ppbwith 9% of the
individuals having concentrations lessthan 20 ppb. Sincethe results of this sudy
represented individuals with the highest risk of exposure, it isreasonable to assume that



serum PCB levels of most non-occupationally exposed residentsin the HRA
communities are within the US background range, though individual differences
may likely occur.” (MDPH, Page 2, emphasis added.)

Instead of 4 to 8 ppb,the arrent backgroundlevel is0.9to 1.5 ppb.You dothe
math.

SOME OF THE REST OF THE RIVER

The seaond conference explored remedial treament options for PCBs.
SAFE REMOVAL; SAFE DISPOSAL

HRI Board Member Benno Friedman reports:

In approximately threeyeas, the two miles of the river downstreanm of the
General Eledric fadlity will have been dredged. Despite The Initi ative©s objedions, the
PCBs will have been placeal in arecently creaed dump site, adjacent to aschod and degp
in the heat of residential Pittsfield. And asdirt swept under the rug remains under the
rug, so toothe PCBO©swill remain, neading to be monitored for the next several hunded
yeas as we hope the landfill doesn©t le&k.

GE LANDFILL AT HILL 78 ACROSS
FROM THE ALLE NDALE SCHOOL



Unfortunately for all of us, the landfill t hat doesn®©t le&k has probably not been
built. This lutionisfar from ided and canna be dlowed to be repeded elsewherein
our communities. Our sights must now be turned downstream towards the rest of the
river, also loaded with PCBs. Will they ultimately be removed and if so, will they end up
in ancther, as yet to be aeaed dumpsite?

These ae the two fundamenta questions criticd to the long term hedth of the
river and al formsof life interading with it, beit for reaeaion a for sustenance 1) how
much of the remaining PCBOsin and rea theriver will be removed and 2 what will
bewme of them oncethey areremoved? Last March, the Housatonic River Initiative
hosted a one day sympasium on the treament and remediation ogions of PCBsin the
Housatonic River.

Present were an array of experts from the puldic and private sedors, vendars of
establi shed, proven treament techndogies and acalemics working on gromising,
experimental strategies. A detall ed acourt of their presentationsisin the processof
being prepared and will be avail able by yea©s end. The short answer: a number of
tedndogies currently exist that can safely, effedively trea PCB tainted sediment in the
Housatonic, rendering it harmlessforever. To trea or to landfill i snolonger a scientific
or techndogicd issue, ony nealing to be fine tuned to the spedafics of the Housatonic.
Politi cs, advertising and the lack or existence of a wlledive will: these aeto bethe
dedding fadors. We have the aility to influencethe outcome, to help craft the fate of
our river. Otherwise it will most certainly be chosen for us. By General Eledric and by
the EPA. Thefight for our river isfar from over.

Help us save money: recave your
newsletter via E-mail.
Pleaselet Tim Gray
know at:

timgray@berkshire.net
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Waterkeeper Alliance Annual ConferenceHeld at Salt Lake City
Olympic Vill age

In June, Tim Gray, Housatonic River-keeper, attended the Waterkeeper Alli ance
annual conferencewith over 60 aher kegoers. Waterkeeper Alli ance President Robert
Kennedy Jr. kicked off the four-day conference by introducing all the keepers from
aroundthe world. There were Riverkeeoers, Lakekegoers, Coast-keepers, and
Soundlegers all engaged in asimilar missonto proted their respedive bodes of water
from palluters. Tim Gray said 4t was exciti ng to seethe Waterkegoer movement spreal
into South America Europe, and even a prospedive kegoer from Czedhaoslovakia.®

The onference started with arigorous ssson onwhat it meansto be a
Waterkeeper. Both veteran and rew programs participated in the roundable discusson.
A new misgon statement for the Alli ancewas creaed in afocus sssonled by the Long
Island Soundleeper. The new Waterkeeper licenses and protedion d the water keegoer
trademark were discusd.

Bre& out sessons were held onstormwater management, Power Plant
regulations, gathering evidence, strategies to try before liti gation, fundraising, pdlution
permits, and many other topics.

Riverkeeper Launch: June 4-5, 2003

Next spring HRI will hold a Housatonic Riverkeeper Launch Day® with Robert
Kennedy Jr., President of the Waterkeeper Alli ance presiding over the days adivities. A
launch is the traditional cdebration o the Waterkeeper Alli anceto welcome new li censed
Riverkeeper programs. Stay tuned for detail s!!

Chedk out the Allianceés Web site & www.waterkepper.org

Ched Out HRI'swebsite at Housatonic-River.com. Youwill find hstory,
information about HRI events, HRI reports, links galore and more. If you have
suggestions on hawv to make it better e-mail timgray@berkshire.net

HRI existson atiny budget; and we donate hundreds and
hundreds of hours of work. Please support our important
advocacy by donating whatever you can.
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